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“Woodland Christian Church is an open and affirming, dynamic community of faith.  We are inspired by Jesus to practice 
radical hospitality and unconditional love.  As children of God, we strive to care for the earth as we serve others.  We 

respect each individual’s journey as we grow together in faith” 
 

WOODLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
530 EAST HIGH STREET 

LEXINGTON, KY 40502 

PHONE:  859-266-3416 

E-ADDRESS:  office@woodlandchristianlex.org 

WEBSITE:  www.woodlandchristianlex.org 

Our 40-day Lenten journey begins 
with this week’s Ash Wednesday 
service.  See Dalene’s column for 

more details about this year’s 
theme, “Cultivating Discipleship.”  
Also, be sure to pick up the Lenten 
“Fellowship of Prayer” devotional.  

(see page 2) 
 

 
MARCH 1, 7:00 PM 

Join your church family for this meditative service of 
scripture, music, and prayer, ending with receiving 
a mark of ashes on your forehead or hand.  A quiet, 
reflective way to begin the season of Lent.  We 
confess the many ways we distance ourselves from 
the Holy and affirm our desire to turn toward God’s 
abundant love. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
There will be a brief congregational meeting 
following worship on March 12.  We hope you can 
stay. 

OUR IDENTITY STATEMENT 
Woodland Christian Church is an open and 
affirming, dynamic community of faith. We are 
inspired by Jesus to practice radical hospitality and 
unconditional love.  As children of God, we strive to 
care for the earth as we serve others.  We respect 
each individual’s journey as we grow together in 
faith. 
  
This is the statement we crafted to remind ourselves 
and profess to others who and what Woodland is.  
Many voices contributed to and are represented in 
these four sentences.  Though the paragraph is 
short, well over one hundred hours of work and 
thought are invested in its development.  Our 
identity is, as it should be, a congregational effort. 
  
We believe that the verbiage articulates the essence 
and spirit of our community of faith.  Yet, we cannot 
expect everyone to memorize it and recite it 
verbatim to friends and acquaintances who inquire 
about our church.  Therefore, we are in search of a 
pithy slogan that captures what our identity 
statement communicates and is easily 
remembered.  We have received several very good 
ones already, but we want more of you to 
contribute to the effort.  Please contemplate what 
is written above and write a sentence or phrase 
inspired by what we have created.  Then submit 
them to the office either by mail, email at 
office@woodlandchristianlex.org, or in person.  We 
will continue taking entries through the end of 
March. 

- Dave Carr 
 

mailto:office@woodlandchristianlex.org
http://www.woodlandchristianlex.org/
mailto:office@woodlandchristianlex.org
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DEVOTIONALS FOR YOUR LENTEN 
JOURNEY: “Fellowship of Prayer” 
by Sharon Watkins & Rick Lowery 
“Jesus’ journey to the cross shows us the boldness 
of humility.  From his ministry that taught us to view 
every person with love, hope, and value, to the 
criticisms of the imperial and societal powers that 
oppressed his people, to the sacrifice on Golgotha – 
every lesson from Christ teaches us humility and 
service in others.” 
 

This year’s Lenten Devotional is written by Dr. 
Sharon E. Watkins (General Minister and President 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and her 
spouse Dr. Rick Lowery, Old Testament scholar.  In 
their reflections, they will remind us of the role God 
calls us to play in the world.  Readers will remember 
the sacrifice Christ made and consider where their 
own sacrifices may lead them.  They will look at 
Lent, Holy Week, the Crucifixion, and the 
Resurrection through the lens of loving others and 
serving our God together. 
 

Devotionals are available on the table outside of the 
Sanctuary. 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
March 5 
First Sunday of Lent 
Scriptures:  Genesis 2:18-24 and Matthew 4:1-11  
Theme:   “Weeds” 
Preaching:  Rev. Dalene Vasbinder 
 

March 12 
Second Sunday of Lent 
Scripture:  John 3:1-17 
Theme:   “Dirt” 
Preaching:  Rev. Dalene Vasbinder 
 

March 19 
Third Sunday of Lent 
Scripture:  John 4:5-42 
Theme:   “Water”  
Preaching:  Rev. Dalene Vasbinder 
 

March 26 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Scripture:  John 9:1-41 
Theme:  “Light” 
Preaching:  Rev. Dalene Vasbinder 

 

 
NOTE  
FROM  
DALENE 
 

Our Lenten Journey: 
     “Cultivating Discipleship” 
I love to garden!  If you were to pass by our front 
yard on a spring or summer day, that might not be 
obvious.  Some years I am more of a ‘gardener 
wannabe.’  But in those years when I am able to 
spend more time with hands in the dirt, much of 
that time is spent in my raised beds out back 
growing vegetables.  Tending the garden to then 
walk out one early evening to harvest something for 
dinner is, for me, a ‘God thing;’ miraculous, holy.   
 
Each spring I am just itching to get seeds into the 
soil.  Is it time yet?  How I wish I could just plant one 
day and have a crop the next!  But I know that there 
are steps of preparation; preparing the soil, planting 
at the right time, watering, covering on cold nights, 
waiting . . . waiting . . . waiting.  This time of 
preparation has become a spiritual discipline for 
me; a way to connect with our God who brings new 
life. 
 
The 40 days of our Lenten journey parallel spring 
gardening in many ways.  Oh how we would just like 
to wake up one morning to experience the 
resurrection power of new life in our own lives!  But 
we know that preparation is required.  Lent is that 
time; a time of ‘soul gardening.’ 
 
This year, each Sunday in Lent will be a time of ‘soul 
gardening.’  We will begin by tackling those pesky 
weeds as we read Matthew’s gospel story of Jesus’ 
temptation and contemplate those temptations 
(weeds?) in our lives that choke out the possibility 
of new life.  We’ll then explore the gifts of soil, 
water, light, and that first promise of new life.  All 
the while, we wait in prayer, digging deep, in this 
time of nurture and growth. 
 
I do hope that you will be able to join us each Sunday 
for our Lenten journey; Cultivating Discipleship.”  

- Dalene 
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On February 26, we 
said “see you later” to 
Rev. Kathryn Perry as 
she ends her time on 

staff with us. 
 
 
 

 
A great potluck spread! 

 
 
 

 
Kids and youth, with Dave Carr, presenting to 

Kathryn a gift of one of Margaret Ryle’s paintings. 

 

 
 A stole for Kathryn made by Barbara Blodgett; 

signed by the congregation. 

 
 

 
Scotty Coon signing Kathryn’s stole 

 
 
 
 

 

FOR ALL AGES AT WOODLAND! 
Join us each Sunday morning at 9:45 am for 
fellowship, study, discussion, of our faith! 

Worship follows at 10:45 am in the Sanctuary 
Nursery attendants will be available beginning at 

9:30 am.  The nursery is located on the third floor. 
 

Elementary-High School:   
 

“FAITH FINDERS” THEME: 
A JOYFUL PATH 
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Lessons/Teachers: 
March 5:  “A Drop of Water-Stillness 

March 12:  “The Greedy Gambler-Non-greed, 
Janice James 

March 19:  Green Chalice Sunday 
March 26:  Intergenerational Sunday School 

 

Adult: 
Hayes Farish Class uses the study material “The 
Present Word.”  Through the exploration of biblical 
text, adult study groups are invited into a deepened 
relationship with God.  “The Present Word” engages 
participants in an experiential style of learning – 
connecting faith and life.  Discussion and activities 
encourage participants to live out their faith in their 
individual and congregational activities.  All are 
welcome! 
 

Seekers Class uses a variety of study material, 
rotating every 4-6 weeks with lively discussion.  
 

March 5:  Beginning the book, “What’s the Least I 
Can Believe and Still Be A Christian?:  A Guide to 
What Matters the Most” by Martin Thielen 
 
March 12:  Continued discussion on Martin 
Thielen’s book. 
 
March 19:  Continued discussion on Martin 
Thielen’s book. 
 
March 26:  4th Sunday, Intergenerational Sunday 
School:  Topic TBD 
 

Our February Intergenerational Sunday School 
focused on Week of Compassion. 

 

 
Dolores Yilibuw points to her home of Yap on the 
map. 

 

 
Looking up places Week of Compassion funds have 
gone around the world. 

 

A NOTE FROM THE WOODLAND 
FOUNDATION  . . . 
Called to be good stewards:  
Creative Stewardship of Finances 
Are you 60 years or older, charity-minded and wish 
to leave a legacy gift to your church?  Are you an 
older adult wanting the stability of annuity 
payments to protect against the impact o market 
declines on retirement income?  Are you looking to 
reduce taxable income?  If so, a gift annuity with the 
Christian Church Foundation (of our denomination) 
may be right for you!  Here is an example of how gift 
annuities work: 
 
Joan recently moved to be closer to her adult 
children and, more importantly, her much-loved 
grandchildren.  She discovered a vibrant Disciples 
congregation in the neighborhood and quickly felt 
welcomed there.  Her new congregation has an 
active legacy society; Joan would like to join this 
society as a way of expressing her love for this new 
faith community.  When a $25,000 Certificate of 
Deposit comes due for reinvestment, Joan, who is 
79 years old, decides to use it for a Charitable Gift 
Annuity that will benefit her congregation.  She 
learns that she can receive an annual 6.6% annuity 
payment - $1,650 each year for as long as she lives 
– and qualify for a $11.981 income tax deduction in 
the year of her gift.  Joan knows she has the option 
to choose a lower annuity rate, and so she also 
requests information on the impact of selecting a 
4% annuity rate.  At a 4% annuity rate, Joan’s $1,000 
annual cash flow would be twice the interest 
payment she received from her 2% CD, and she’ll 
qualify for a much higher $17,110 charitable income 
tax deduction.  Finally, Joan is delighted to learn that 
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only $203 of her annual annuity payment will be 
subject to income tax! 
 
If you would like further information, Dalene can 
direct you to our representative from the office of 
the Christian Church Foundation of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 

 
 
 

 
 

2017 WAKON’ DA-HO WORK 
WEELEMD & RETREAT  
MARCH 24-26 
Come out and enjoy the chance to get our camp 
ready for the 2017 season.  We will work together, 
worship together, play games and have fun.  
Woodland will pay the $25.00 registration fee.  Go 
to www.ccinky.net for information and registration. 

 
2017 YOUTH CAMP 
Click here (camp page) to access camp schedules, 
registration forms, and information.  Woodland will 
pay one half of the camp registration fee; please 
make your check out for the other half.  All checks 
are to be payable to Woodland Christian Church 
with “2017CAMP” in the memo section.  Please 
submit All checks and completed registration forms 
with required medical insurance documentation 
into the church office for processing. 
 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS  
Woodland Christian Church is fully staff with three 
nursery attendants – two regular attendants and 
one as needed basis. 
 

BRIANA BARNETT 
Briana “Brit” is our newest staff as 
of February 5.  She is from 
Madisonville, Kentucky and has 
lived there until leaving for college.  
Brit is a junior at the University of 
Kentucky studying Secondary 

English Education.  She is a member of the Pi Beta 

Phi sorority and the Sigma Tau Delta English Honors 
Society.  In her spare time she loves to read, nap, 
and spend time with her 12 year old yorkie, Lucy.  
Woodland welcomes Brit! 
 

MORGAN CAMPBELL 
Morgan has been with us since 
September 2015.  She is from 
Cincinnati, Ohio where she lived 
before coming to Lexington to 
attend college.  She is a junior at the 
University of Kentucky majoring in 

Kinesiology and plans to continue to graduate 
school for physical therapy.  In her spare time, she 
enjoys the outdoors such as hiking, running, and 
tossing football with her roommates.  Morgan, we 
are so happy to have you.   
 
AIMEE SENGA 
Aimee will be the nursery attendant on an as 
needed basis.  Aimee and her family arrived in 
Lexington in October 2016 from the Congo to begin 
their new life in our community.  Since then they 
have become involved in Woodland Christian 
Church.  Aimee has four boys and they keep her 
busy.  Woodland is happy to have Aimee’s help in 
the nursery.   
 

 
We meet in the Committee Room at church on 
Wednesday, March 1, 2:00 pm.  Our new Bible study 
that is in Just Women is titled, “Freedom and the 
Struggle in the Bible.”  It is a Bible based study of the 
struggle for freedom reported in Bible stories.  Part 
of each lesson is relating the Biblical struggle to 
struggles today.  Come and join us for fellowship, 
service, and study. 
                                                                    

 

http://www.ccinky.net/
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JOY lunch at Suggins on Romany Road February 8, 2017. 

From left to right:  June Salyer, Conley Salyer, Stacy Kaufmann, 
David Dattilo, Dalene Vasbinder, Joyce Witt, Dorothy Drury, 

Margaret Ryle, Jackie Diachun behind Margaret, Del Osbourne, 
and Nancy McKenney 

 
We are off and running enjoying our trips.  On 
Wednesday, March 8, at 10:00 am, we meet at 
church to carpool downtown.  We will visit the 
Carnegie Center at 10:30 am.  At 11:00 am we will 
go to Nick Ryan’s restaurant on Jefferson Street for 
lunch.  After that we will go to the Hunt Morgan 
House for a tour.  Cost of the tour is $8.00 per 
person.  We will carpool from church for the whole 
trip.  JOYn us for a good time and to see some of the 
historic and interesting sights of Lexington.  Each 
person pays for their own lunch and the $8.00 
admission to the Hunt Morgan House.  Please let 
Jackie Diachun know if you will be joining the group 
and if you are willing to drive your car.  Looking 
forward to another good trip. 
 

 
 

“STANDING IN THE NEED OF 
PRAYER . . . “ 
. . . participants.  Our Woodland Prayer Group is 
small but a good ministry.  We meet each Monday 
morning at 10:30 am in the Committee Room.  We 
are usually finished by 11:30 am or before.  We look 
at whoever is on the prayer list at church; add any 
names we know about in addition.  We keep track 
of those we pray for and send a card to those on our 
list.  At the end of our time of reflection and writing, 
we pause for a joint prayer.  We reflect on those we 
want to include in prayer who are ill, have a sorrow, 

are in need, are celebrating, are filled with joy.  It is 
a special time of connections.  Please feel free to 
join us any Monday morning. 
 

 

GREEN CHALICE 
 
 

OF LOCAL INTEREST . . . 
Ten-year-old ‘Seedleaf’ is a non-profit in 
Lexington.  It recently purchased a 2-acre 
plot on North Limestone Street for a new 

community garden.  Seedleaf’s noteworthy 
activities include the following: 

¶ Installing, maintaining urban community 
gardens and teaching gardening practices. 

¶ Tending urban chickens. 

¶ Operating a composting program – Seedleaf 
gathers food scraps from restaurants, thus 
eliminating organic materials from landfills.  
The rich compost is then used in Seedleaf 
gardens throughout the city. 

 
OF NATIONAL INTEREST . . . 
Ninety-two-year-old Jimmy Carter has leased 10 
acres of his land to an engineering contractor for a 
solar farm in Plains, Georgia.  Over 25 years it is 
projected the farm will produce 55 million kilowatt 
hours of energy for 683 residents.  The ribbon 
cutting ceremony was held in February. 
 
As our 38th president, Carter installed 32 solar 
panels on the White House during the national 
energy crisis (oil embargo by OPEC).  Carter was also 
responsible for creating the Department of Energy 
and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, and 
signing the Public Utility Regulatory Act. 
 
Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, grew up in Plains and 
live about half a mile from the solar farm. 
 
Kudos go to President Carter and Seedleaf for their 
legacies of caring for the earth and God’s people. 

- June Salyer 
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Come and join us the 
first Sunday of each 
month to celebrate 
Birthdays with 
cupcakes and song!  
 

MARCH  
Isabelle Brumfield, 3/1 

Rita Day, 3/4 
Mark Johnson, 3/7 

Linda Clark, 3/8 
Ciara Siesel, 3/11 

Jimmy Owens, 3/12 
Mary Daniels, 3/18 
Lee Nimocks, 3/18 

Linda Gassaway, 3/19 
Dalene Vasbinder, 3/21 

Kathy Egner, 3/24 
Bruce Siesel, 3/24 

Stacia Kaufmann, 3/28 
Katherine Bullock, 3/29 

Dianne Chiles, 3/29 
Michael Siesel, 3/29 

Denny Vandervort, 3/31 
 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
As you know, we said “See you later” to Kathryn on 
Sunday, February 26.  Her position as Ministry for 
Youth & Children is now open.  The job description 
has been updated with a new title of Director for 
Children, Youth and Families.  This individual will 
oversee Christian Education for the children and 
youth; coordination of the Worship & Wonder 
program, youth programming; supportive and 
advocating role for families; work with the senior 
minister in planning and implementing 
intergenerational activities and ministry; and 
develop and support community relationships with 
focus on nurturing of local schools. 
 
Woodland is also looking for a 
Custodian/Maintenance Technician.   He/she will 
maintain and clean the church building and also 
maintain the church grounds.  Under the general 
supervision of the church’s Property Manager, will  
work in cooperation with church staff and as a 
member of the team responsible for the safety, 
cleanliness, and efficient operation of the church 
building and grounds.  Incumbent required to 
respond to church maintenance needs 24/7. 
 

If you know of anyone outside of the church 
community that would be interested in applying, 
please having them forward their resume to the 
church office. 
 

WOODLAND CALENDAR 
Are you planning an event?  Are you scheduling a 
meeting?  Rescheduling an event/meeting?   Are 
you practicing for a special event?  Remember to 
contact the church office to be scheduled on 
Woodland’s calendar.  It doesn’t matter how big or 
how small or how important your event/meeting is, 
it should be on the building use calendar to help 
others to schedule their events/meetings. 

 
With the mild winter Kentucky has experienced 
this year, cold and snowy weather could still come 
our way through April.  So, we continue to post 
Woodland’s Inclement Weather Policy, which is as 
follows: 
 

If Fayette County Public Schools are closed, events 
(may not include church office hours) at Woodland 
are cancelled for the same day. 
 

If weather is bad enough on a Sunday morning to 
not have a service, check Facebook or call the 
church office at 859-266-3416 for a message.  Also 
check WLEX-18 for church closings. 
 

 

 

KENTUCKY DISCIPLES 
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 

2017 SPRING 
CONFERENCE 

2017 Spring Conference #2  
April 29, 2017  

South Elkhorn Christian Church  
Lexington, KY  

Rev. Julie Richardson ï Preaching 

Andra Moran and Sarah Williams ï Musicians 

 

Click here for registration form 

KDWM-Spring-Conference-Registration-2017.pdf

